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-- San Juan River improves
-- Eagle Nest Lake pike 
-- Watch commission online
-- Youth elk hunts expand

-- Deer ngers -- yum
-- Oryx meat hard to beat 
-- Pronghorn for kids
-- Barbary -- not so tough

Fish in wintertime
ow do sh survive bitter 

cold months?

new mexico wildlife

Say goodbye to paper
license applications
Check out the new rules, fees, 
and application process for the 
2012-2013 hunting seasons.

Please see Page 9.
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2.  Bighorn success
Desert bighorn sheep 
removed from state 
threatened and endangered 
species list.

6.  Conservation in class
Students get hands-on 
lessons about how energy 
and natural resources mix.

8.  Burrowing owls
Researchers worry habitat 
loss is affecting populations.

Research has 
shown that 
as much as 
60 percent 
of feral hogs’ 
diet consists of 
frogs, lizards, 
snakes, birds 
and their eggs, 
and even deer 
fawns.

Hogs gone wild

Invasive pigs threaten wildlife, crops
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Department
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Damage and disease

Deadly diet

Bad weeds, bad water

. . . continued from Page 1
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Feral hogs compete with wildlife and livestock for food and water, and can transmit diseases such 
as pseudorabies and trichinosis.

Ron Jones, 
wildlife specialist 
for the Wildlife 
Services
Division of the 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture’s
Animal, Plant, 
Health Inspection 
Service, tracks a 
collared “Judas 
pig” that will lead 
him to a group of 
feral hogs.
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The war is on

Karl Moffatt is a longtime New Mexico journalist and 
avid outdoorsman who publishes regularly at www.
outdoorsnewmexico.com.
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Feral hogs can 
do a tremendous 
amount of 
damage to 
agricultural

roadsides while 
they are rooting 
for food. The 
rooting also can 
spread invasive 
weeds.
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A escaped domestic pig can revert to the wild appearance and behavior of its ancestors in a 
matter of months, according to some studies. 
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